Tips & tricks for using
educational technologies...

Links to sites that may help
enhance classroom instruction...

Videos to motivate, teach, or

} help lighten the mood...

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP: HOW MANY OF US TEACH IT?

"Some school districts make it a requirement if a teacher is going to use technology."

Digital Citizenship. Do you have
any idea what the definition of it is?
In case you aren't 100% sure, it is
"...the norms of appropriate,
responsible technology use"
(http://www.digitalcitizenship.net/).

I recently attended a conference at
Omaha Public Schools. One of the
comments made by one of the
presenters was that no teacher in the
district can use a technology with
his/her students unless s/he teaches
Digital Citizenship while using the
technology. That got me thinking
about how many of us at Western
Dubugque actually teach our students
how to be a good Digital Citizen.
After viewing the number of hits on
our district's Technology Safety Site, I
don't think we are exactly stressing
this topic enough.

Something you may find interesting is
that we are required by law toteach
Digital Citizenship if we receiv

E-Rate dollars. That projector in
room... supplied by E-Rate dollars
along with many of our computer
programs and tech equipment.

In order to be in compliance, I am
creating Digital Citizenship activities
that all teachers will be able to use
with their students. It really won't be
difficult since it will consist mostly of
videos, websites, and discussion.

I think all educators will agree that
Internet and Social Media safety is a
big concern with our students. A little
time spent learning about Digital

Citizenship will help all of us keep our ~ Editor: Jim Roberts * Western D
Instructional Technology and Stude
students safe as well as teach a

life-long skill. Stay tuned for more! Please submit your ideas and question

james.roberts@wdbgschools.org.

Site: Clay Animator (Art/Science/Technology/AudioVideo)

Rudolf the Red-Nose Reindeer movie? Claymation. You, too can begin
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terminology and "how-to" resources provided at Clay Animator.

0ot

http://clayanimator.com/
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Sites: WINTER FUN (nistorv/reapinG/GaMEs) e g s

Whether you celebrate Christmas or not, there are sites that may interest you because... well... they are ¢ h l
just plain fun. Check these out! f or e classroom

January Events

Build a Snow Person

No cold temperatures to deal with. No wind. You won't even get wet. Check out this site

and build your very own snow person.

http://media.abcya.com/games/snowman/flash/snowman.swf

%.\./.f (At the left is one of
v Jim's non-amazing
{ l creations.)

«

Snowball Fight

Click on the correct answer to throw a snowball. If the
answer is wrong, Watch Out!! If you get hit too many
times, you will have to go inside to warm up!

http://www.fun4thebrain.com/subtraction/snowballFightSub.swf
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Snow Storm

Use the snow plow to clean the
parking lot. Can you clean it in the
least amount of time possible
without hitting the cars?

http://flash.hoodamath.com/
snowstorm.swf
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Productivity:

S]te: Welcome to PrimaryPad

- PrimaryPad is a web-based word processor designed for schools that Ideas
r] l I l a ry a allows pupils and teachers to work together in real-time.
Look below to see how it works and create a new pad to the right to have a go, you also get a free 3 for
-] - h trial when you sign up! Free pads last 30 days from the time of creation.
(Productivity/
B|lI |U|&| |EEZ=|® & il Heading TeaCherS
Collaboratlon) Collaborate, Learn, Share!

What is PrimaryPad useful for?

« Generating ideas and lists

« Collaborating with others on one document in real time

« Sharing pieces of information when working in a group or collaborative environment
« Improving important typing and english skills as well as critical thinking

« Task management

« Story writing

« Meeting minutes

« Your imagination is the limit!

Sites To Download Royalty Free and
Creative Commons Music For
Teachers (Part 1)

e Archive’s audio and MP3 library:
This library contains over two
hundred thousand free digital
recordings ranging from alternative
news programming, to Grateful Dead
concerts, to Old Time Radio shows,
to book and poetry readings, to

- - - - original music uploaded by our

Video: What Principals Do On . any of e o and

MP3s are available for free

download.
S n OW D a S e ArtistServer: Free independent
y music, 11,000 mp3 downloads by
more than 10,000 artists.
e Audiofarm: It’s the best and easiest
The secret has finally been revealed. We NOW know what Principals do when way tofﬁnd new and interesting
music, audio recordings, people and
friends from around the world.
while teachers are at home drinking hot cocoa, coffee, or beverage of choice. e g oidusionline
collection created by Jason Shaw.
Released under Creative Commons
license 3.0 You are free to use the
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZJwgXkTz_c music (even for commercial
purposes) as long as you credit
“Music from - audionautix.com”OR
provide a link to this website from
yours. Music must be part of some
other created works. No further
permission is required.

e BeatPick Creative Commons
licenses allow the use of music for
free for non-commercial projects,
provided that users credit your name
in association with their multimedia
projects. Thus, we provide music for
free for scholastic and socially
involved projects, while we require
that governmental funded ones pay a
licensing fee. For personal use, we
encourage our users to buy the
albums/EPs from our site. To obtain
the download of the required files, all
projects must provide us with their
name, e-mail and project description,
allowing us to control that they are
indeed entitle to such uses.

we have a snow day. Watch this video and enjoy the hard work that takes place
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Content about sites/apps is the property of the recognized website owners and is used for educational purposes only with no monetary gain.
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